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plane, sent fiom Leningrad, brought her to a surgeon in a
day and saved her life.

A dangeious epidemic threatened a herd of deer at the
mouth of the Yenesei, months away from civilized life by
ordinary modes of travel. A biigade of aviators transported
doctors with curatives and the epidemic was stayed.

Aeroplanes carry mails; aeroplanes discover seals in
Arctic waters; aeroplanes collect pelts from inaccessible
parts of Yakutsk; aeroplanes sow rice, detect forest fires,
exterminate noxious insects, wage war on locusts, kill weeds,
plant trees, disperse fogs

The Soviet Union now makes its own aeroplanes; and
makes them of excellent quality and in astonishing quanti-
ties. The polar flight in 1937 of 7,000 miles in two days
and a quarter, from Moscow to the southern regions of the
United States, speaks of quality. Let Commandant
Schmettcl, of the German Reich Ministry of Air, an
authority unlikely to exaggerate, speak of the quantity.

In his '' Air War Threatened Europe ", published in
1938, Commandant Schmettel states that the output of
military planes by the Soviet Russian Aviation industry
will reach the total figure of 12,000 or even 15,000 in 1940,
and soon be able to produce from 12,000 to 15,000 planes a
year. Its output in war-time, he adds, cannot be expressed
in figures.

" Soviet planes, both in construction and performance,
are up to American standards ", says Thomas Morgan,
president of the Curtiss-Wright Corporation " The
institutions and shops for research and study are equal
in quality and far surpass in size anything abroad . . .
because they have the whole resources of the state at
their disposal. Engineers and designers have an oppor-
tunity for experimental work that no private company
could afford."

A vast variety of airci aft suited to Russia's vaiying con-
ditions issue from Soviet shops. There are polar planes
able to function in temperatures 40 degrees below zero;
planes with retractable gears, able to alight on land,
water, snow, or ice; " sky-trains " with a " locomotive "
plane towing passenger or freight-laden gliders which